Illinois U Library” 


Tun Heeling 


BROADCAST BY STATIONS OF THE AMERICAN BROADCASTING CO. 


_ BULLETIN OF AMERICA’S TOWN MEETING OF THE AIR 


How Can We Strengthen the 
American Family ? 


_ Moderator, GEORGE V. DENNY, JR. 


Speakers 


LUIGI G. LIGUTTI CHARLES P. TAFT 
ANNIE LAURIE PETERS THOMAS E. GADDIS 


(See also page 13) 


COMING 


June 5, 1947—— 


Are Communism and Christianity Incompatible? 


‘ublished by THE TOWN HALL, Inc., New York 18, N.Y. 


VOLUME 13, NUMBER 5 @&@pse> $4.50 A YEAR: 10c A COPY 


oe ECO NCTE Ne Se. Gee 


The account of the meeting reported in this Bulletin was transcribed from re- 
cordings made of the actual broadcast and represents the exact content of the 
meeting as nearly as such mechanism permits. The publishers and printer are not 
responsible for the statements of the speakers or the points of view presented. 


THE BROADCAST OF MAY 29: 
e 


‘How Can We Strengthen the American Family?” 


IM Ga DENNY ee once ee See Sa 3 
1G A chee 52 Nps Se a nd RE eat ROE = 2: 4 
IMOonSsIgnOC-EI\GUT Tl ce <2 ee 6 
IV COGA DD IS Seek eRe. ene a Ok 8 
Mis.° PETRERS is ot 28... ab sek tome fat Boe 11 
THE SPEAKERS’ COLUMN 2...) .- 13 
QUESTIONS» PLEASE) 6.75. eee 15 


——————_ @—______ 
THE BROADCAST OF JUNE 5: 


“Are Communism and Christianity 
Incompatible?” 


The Broadcast of May 29, 1947, originated in Town 
Hall, New York City, from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., E.S.T., 
over the American Broadcasting Company Network. 


Town Meeting is published by The Town Hall, Inc., Town Meeting Pub- 
lication Office: 400 S. Front St., Columbus 15, Ohio Send Subscriptions and 
single copy orders to Town Hall, 123 West 43rd St., New York 18, N.Y. 
Subscription price, $4.50 a year, 10c a copy. Entered as second-class matter, 
May 9, 1942, at the Post Office at Columbus, Ohio, under the Act of 
March 3, 1879. 


SS SS 


Copyright, 1947, BY THE TOWN HALL, INC 


MAY 29, 1947 


Moderator Denny: 

Good evening, neighbors. This 
is our third program this season 
about the American family. 

You may remember that on 
March 20 last we announced a na- 
tion-wide contest on the subject, 
“How can we strengthen the 
American family?” which was to 
be our topic for the twelfth an- 
hiversary broadcast. Well, here it 
is. 

; You’ve been reading headlines 
like these in our magazines and 
bewspapers for the past three 
eats: “Reno Divorces in 1946 Set 

Il-Time Record,’ “The Family 
in Western Civilization is Seriously 
Threatened and Needs Material 
and Moral Help,” “Early Mar- 
tiage Advocated as Cure-All for 
Immorality. 4 
_ This problem has been with us 
through the ages, but never so 
severely and dramatically as in the 
Machine Age. The same gigantic 
machine that is shaking our eco- 
20mic and political systems is tear- 
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ing at the very roots of our family 
life. 

The one-time family unit, like 
the individual, feels itself small 
and helpless in a great big world 
whose forces it cannot control. The 
family has been called the first bul- 
wark of American life. What can 
we do to strengthen it? In addi- 
tion to our two grand-prize win- 
ners, about whom we’ll tell you in 
a moment, we’ve invited the Hon- 
crable Charles P. Taft and the 
Right Reverend Monsignor Luigi 
G. Ligutti as our two experts to 
give us their opinions. 

So let’s hear first: from the man 
who is the father of seven children 
and five and one-half grandchil- 
dren, and who has spent most of 


his life dealing with social prob- 


lems in his native city of Cincin- 
nati. He was National Chairman 
of the Community Mobilization for 
Human Needs, and for a time, an 
official of our State Department. 
As the son of the twenty-seventh 
president of the United States, he 


is a credit to his distinguished 
father and to the Nation. A\l- 
though he earns his living as a 
lawyer, he’s the first layman to 
hold the office of President of the 
Federal Council of Churches. In 
his spare time, goodness knows 
where he found it, he has written 
a book called, “Why I Am For 
the Church,” which is to be pub- 
lished next month. I give you the 
Honorable Charles P. Taft. Mr. 
Taft. (Applause.) 


Mr. Taft: 


Every so often I pass on the 
streets downtown some youthful 
woman with a crying three-year- 
old on the end of her arm; or I 
share a DC-4, that is much too 
small, with an impossible brat and 
a devoted lady that gives him 
everything he wants, including the 
aisle. 

I hear an irritated, “Bobby, now 
you stop.” And Bobby doesn’t. 
There is a “Wham.” Bobby wails 
louder than ever. I shudder. 

Maybe I just don’t meet the 
quiet good ones, except, of course, 
my own flesh and blood, who are 
wonderful—usually. 


I was much interested a few 


years back to read a piece by a: 


couple of young Englishmen who 
tried to analyze what causes wars 
by observing why children fight. 
They fight over the possession of 
toys. That I have seen, and the 
urge to grab can certainly be 
recorded by this parent and grand- 


parent as a common characteris: 
of our young hopefuls. 

They fight strangers—the ot 
lander. Nobody can be crueler 
the outsider than children. Wh 
community practices make N egro 
ot Spanish Americans, or any n 
nority group, outsiders, half t 
battle against prejudice and 
tolerance is lost. But more comm‘ 
and more lasting than anythin 
probably, so these young Englis 
men wrote, is the way a kid w. 
is slapped down by Papa takes; 
out on the cat or the front dos 
ot pint-sized Johnny from neé 
door, just because Pop is too k 
to hit back at. | 

Without following these auth¢ 
all the way to international re 
tions, where they went, I ju 
that they certainly have somethirt 
so far as family life is concern 
Accumulated frustrations and 
resulting irritations—that you ke 
to yourself—with the others in 
house certainly do things to 
home. Divorce and broken hon 
are at a record rate today becay 
we haven’t taught people how) 
live easily with each other, or he 
to adjust themselves to the char 
all around us, and it pappens 
every one of us. 

Family troubles and labor tre 
bles are part of the same pictu 
Elton Mayo’s industrial reseai 
led him to the conclusion that ¢ 
extraordinary expansion of 
area of human knowledge abi 
things has not been matched | 


any equal acquisition of knowledge 
about working with people. 

The old theory was that people 
did what was called for by a logical 
self-interest — something that an 
economic scientist could figure out 
and predict. Well, I suppose most 
of us are more or less selfish, all 
right, but it is neither an intel- 
ligent nor a very longsighted sel- 
fishness. Most of what we do is 
the not-too-conscious result of all 
of our current failures and suc- 
cesses in our daily relations with 
people—at home, and in the neigh- 
borhood, and where we work. It 
is not logical and it is not pre- 
dictable. 

Now this hit-or-miss process is 
certainly not good enough. Each 
of us has to deal these days with 
constant changes. None of us gets 
used to changes easily. They up- 
set us. The youthful mamma with 
the yelling brat never had to 
bother when she was in high 
school. 

At least it looks easy, as she 
thinks ‘back. But now when she 
can’t leave Bobby anywhere, and 
he won’t stay in a baby buggy, and 
gosh, it’s hot! and what in the 
world is he crying about now, and 
why did I ever have a baby any- 
way, and why doesn’t husband 
Dick screw the cap back on the 
tooth paste, and why isn’t he more 
help without I have to ask him 
every time! 

You see, nobody has taught most 
of us how to get used to new 
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things or how to understand dopes 
like hubby. We don’t stop think- 
ing about ourselves long enough 
to listen for what’s going on in 
other people’s minds. That listen- 
ing is the first step in human re- 
lations and in unselfishness. 

Religion tells us to obey God’s 
word in our conscience, but the 
true genius of religion is to learn 
how to listen with humility for 
God’s word and purpose in what 
others who seek him say or do. 

Co-operation and teamwork de- 
pend on listening to what some- 
one doesn’t or can’t say, perhaps, 
because he doesn’t know how. It 
helps you to work better together 
when you feel or guess what your 
partner needs and wants. 

If the oil companies can teach 
filling station employees how to 
deal with people, if the airlines 
can do it for hostesses, then surely 
Christians can train husbands and 
wives and parents and children. 
We just haven’t tried hard enough. 

Now many devoted pastors are 
working on it. Many people from 
the new Inter - Denominational 
Conference on Family Life, and the 
Federal Council of Churches, all 
the way to individual writers and 
educators and local groups, are 
trying to help. It still is not 
enough. 

The pastor can preach on family 
life. He can develop real and com- 
plete skill in counseling youngsters 
who are about to be married. He 
seeks to serve the often unex- 


pressed and perhaps unexpressible 
needs of the souls for whom he 
works, but he is one man with 
only 24 hours a day and perhaps 
a family of his own to cultivate. 
He must learn to multiply him- 
self by stimulating and training 
his laymen, in enlisting young 
‘“marrieds” in homemaking classes 
at the church, and in many other 
kinds of activities. 

All of these are exercises for 
laymen in how to build teamwork. 
This teamwork and co-operation 
are not ends, but tools. The goals 
that make the effort and the wear 
and tear worth while are no less 
than the achievement of God's 
purpose for each member of the 
family. (Applause.) 


Moderator Denny: 


Thank you, Mr. Taft. And now 
we welcome to Town Hall a noted 
and beloved resident of Des 
Moines, Iowa, the Right Reverend 
Monsignor Luigi G. Ligutti. He is 
the Executive Secretary of the Na- 
tional Catholic Rural Life Confer- 
ence. He has published many arti- 
cles in this field and is co-author 
of a book called Rural Roads to 
Security. Monsignor Ligutti. (Ap- 
plause.) 


Monsignor Ligutti: 

I must admit that I have never 
been whammed by my mother ex- 
cept as I needed it. Neither have 
I the family record of Mr. Taft— 
children or grandchildren—but as 
a country pastor I have seen the 
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American family at its best and, 
times, at its worst. 

The American family ne 
strengthening. Can it be streng 
ened if it does not possess a fi 
foundation? My answer is zo. 7 
Empire State Building cannot 1 
on a raft in the East River. 
foundation is needed for a strc 
building, anywhere—anytime. 

Let me point out, first of all, - 
things that appear little but are : 
portant just the same. Seri 
preparation is needed on the p 
of the future husband and wif 
physical, intellectual, moral, soc 
and spiritual preparation. 

The wedding day is a date wv 
destiny. The salvation of your v 
soul and the happiness of fut 
generations hang in the balat 
It is not just two of you. It is 
ciety. It is the Church and st 
It is the whole world itself. Ke 
ing impure company is the su: 
road to an unhappy marriage. 

For any couple about to be n 
ried, I would advise a day of sil 
recollection on the eve of tl 
wedding. What have we inste 
Many a groom would feel be 
if he had an icebag on his heac 
he marched up the aisle. 

I question very much the res 
achieved by our tradition of sk 
ping around for a husband o 
wife. Most of the time, both 
and girl end up under a rumm 
counter. 

In preparation for family | 
what about cooking? I’d hat 


try biscuits made by Rosie, the 
Riveter. And you girls who are 
career-minded, don’t forget that 
you can’t fry eggs on a typewriter. 
Homemaking is a full-time job. Is 
there a husband who wants to 
divorce a good mother and an ex- 
cellent cook ? 

In every home there ought to 
be special cooking for feast days. 
Listen to this ad, “Why spoil 
Christmas with cooking and wash- 
ing dishes? Come to the Greasy 
Spoon Cafe. Enjoy a grand dinner 
and a movie afterwards.” No 
wonder the family spirit goes to 
pot, even on Christmas Day. 

We are born in a hospital, wed- 
ding breakfast in a hotel, when we 
are dead they cart us to the under- 
taking parlors, and union pall- 
bearers — not good neighbors — 
| gently drop us into a grave. 
¢ Laughter.) 

In a family, love and the spirit 

of sacrifice must reign supreme. 
Selfishness causes dishonesty, and 
dishonesty begets infidelity. How 
Bonderful it is to be loyal and true 
to the end! 
_ How many lovely families have 
been made unhappy by drink? 
How many broken homes, as the 
result of drink? Think it over. 
What do you prefer, drink or the 
family? Take your choice. You 
can’t have both. 


The material side of a house- 
hold is also very important. Some 
years ago, I watched a young en- 
gaged couple build their own 
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home—a nest in the springtime. 
I don’t believe in rented houses. 
There is a relationship between 
lack of ownership and divorce. 
Ownership will strengthen the 
family and the Nation. We pro- 
duced war materials, but are help- 
less in producing homes. That’s 
a national disgrace. 

The family must have space, 
light, air. Privacy is necessary. A 
little girl said to me that she 
liked living in the country because 
her family can have a fight and no- 
body hears it. (Laughter.) 

There is a relationship betweca 
the divorce rate and ownership of 
a family cow or gardening by the 
family. What is your home like? 
The home of today too often is 
but a filling station. You come in, 
blow the horn, fill up, and blow 
out. (Laughter.) 

Let me come now to the very 
foundation of the family. The 
marriage contract entered into by 
a man and woman must form an 
unbreakable union, lasting until 
death. It must be based upon real 
love—loyal and true to the end. 
It is not a lark. It is not a gamble. 
It is a solemn contract, affecting 
not only the individual lives of 
two persons, but society itself. The 
main purposes of marriage are the 
procreation and education of off- 
spring, mutual help, and the fuller 
development of personality. Per- 
manency and motivation are es- 
sential. Marriage and the family 
ate sacred. 


We Catholics believe that mar- 
riage is one of the seven sacra- 
ments. We believe that God 
blesses the love of two human 
beings in a very special way so 
as to enable them and their off- 
spring to fulfill their duties. We 
object to mock marriages. If Bap- 
tism and the Eucharist are not to 
be mocked, why mock the Sacra- 
ment of Marriage? A stable con- 
tract in a holy union should pro- 
duce a strong family. 

The family must be a kingdom, 
with a king, queen, and subjects. 
Yet it is a democracy where there 
exist perfect equality and at the 
same time degrees of authority. 

The family is a nursery, where 
children are born and are appre- 
ciated as a gift of God. 

The family is a school, the 
highest and the best in the world, 
because it is a school nature itself 
has established, whose curriculum 
is never changed. A mother’s kiss 
and a father’s reproachful look are 
the textbooks that Adam and Eve 
used, 

The family is an economic co- 
operative, with a board of direc- 
tors, and decisions are arrived at 
in a democratic fashion for the 
good of the family. 

The family is a sanctuary where 
God is worshiped in the family 
circle, where religious loyalties 
are developed, where mutual love 
leads to heaven itself. 

There are no magical remedies 
that will strengthen the American 
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family, no laws and no book lea 
ing. Baby-sitters are not a soluti 
for your family problems. R.: 
suicide is not the way out. O: 
plain, natural, Christian living v 
strengthen the American fami 


(Applause.) 


Moderator Denny: | 

Thank you, Monsignor Ligu 
And now we come to our t 
grand-prize winners—selected fr 
several thousand contestants w 
submitted letters on tonight’s qu 
tion, and these two won $500) 
cash and all-expense trips to 
York from their home towns. 

First, well hear from J 
Thomas E. Gaddis of Los Ange. 
California. Through his work 
Deputy Probation Officer of ] 
Angeles County, which is 
largest and one of the most | 
ficient probation departments | 
the world, Mr. Gaddis has beert 
a position to see many bro} 
homes. He is 38 years old, m 
ried, and is the father of 4 
daughter. He’s a graduate of 
University of Minnesota where 
specialized in medical and psy 
logical subjects, and taught at | 
University of Iowa _ before | 
moved to Los Angeles. I 
pleasure in presenting Mr. Thoi 
E. Gaddis. Mr. Gaddis. (¢ 
plause.) 


Mr. Gaddis: 

Monsignor Ligutti, I noticed || 
you referred to union pallbeaj 
in your script. I think we'll aj 


that we would both trust union 
pallbearers — underfed pallbearers 
might let go and drop us. 


I think there are many things we 
can do to strengthen the American 
family today, especially if we un- 
derstand the problems and what 
causes them. Consider this—Why 
does every third marriage today 
end in divorce? Why is it that of 
every 100 marriages, 44 are child- 
less, and 22 result in a single child? 

We should realize that no 
Western civilization has ever sur- 
vived the collapse of its family 
system. The Roman emperors saw 
their smash-up coming. They tried 
to rescue the threatened Roman 
family, and they failed. But we 
can profit from the example set by 
the Romans. 

There are many things that the 
family can do and many things 
that society can do to strengthen 
the American home. Mrs. Peters 
is going to deal principally with 
the family itself, but I want to 
emphasize those things which so- 
ciety can do. 

If we are to strengthen the 
American home, we must first have 
homes to strengthen. This means 
that we must begin immediately to 
make homes available to the mil- 
lions of citizens today who still 
wish to establish homes. We have 
placed hurdles before homemakers, 
which many of them cannot jump. 
Young people must be able to 
marry and set up a home in the 
Sporting assurance that this home 


will not be physically broken by 
evictions, real estate manipula- 
tions, and economic abnormalities. 
These plagues have been forced 
upon the families of America by 
scarcity housing. 

Now this does not mean a Uto- 
pian notion that every family can 
own a house and the land under it. 
It does mean that our country is 
big enough, bright enough, and 
entirely rich enough to provide 
spacious living quarters within the 
means of the average family. Do 
you realize that in America today 
the average city home is smaller 
than that of a European peasant? 
And it is less lived in than any 
home in the world. 

Mr. Taft, what’s the use of talk- 
ing about the emotional and spir- 
itual problems of the family if our 
economic system makes it impos- 
sible for them to have a roof of 
their own? 


Authorities have outlined the 
gradual decline of our homes from 
centers of work, culture, and edu- 
cation to hollow shells in which 
we sleep, occasionally eat, and fre- 
quently die. We must sweeten the 
American home and give it an 
around-the-clock stability, instead 
of leaving it an over-night hotel. 


And we can move solidly along 
this path by doing the following 
things: Give economic protection 
to the American family through a 
system of loans, bonuses, and sub- 
stantial tax reductions. Publicize 
great Americans, socialites and 


other prestige people who have 
distinguished themselves with large 
families—like Mr. Taft, for ex- 
ample. 

And why can’t we get a self- 
imposed discipline from the Amer- 
ican press to play down Holly- 
wood divorces and bizarre grounds 
for divorce, and sensational mate- 
rial about family break-ups? If 
eminent homes are broken, let 
them break in silence, not to the 
tune of journalistic brass bands. 
Newspapers demonstrated the 
strength of self-censorship during 
the war in matters of national 
security. They can do the same 
in the equally grave problem of 
our national home security. 

And why can’t we have uniform 
divorce laws throughout the 
United States? We could, if you 
and I demanded them. We could 
make application for divorce and 
then require a conciliation report 
and a marriage analysis from a 
trained counselor in marriage re- 
lations. Such a report would be 
read by the judge and by the 
divorcing couple before the divorce 
is granted. And, by the way, why 
not make the one-year interlocu- 
tory decree a uniform, national 
practice? 

Then, also, we should make 
family problems, marriage coun- 
seling, sex education, and home- 
making more active parts of our 
entire educational system. We 
should encourage formation of 
mental hygiene clinics throughout 
the United States. 
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Finally, we should subsidize 
National Public Relations Car 
paign with American industry at 
American labor co-operating to £ 
establish in the national mind tl 
benefits and values of the fami 
and the home. 

In a democracy, all powers — 
government and self-preservati< 
are vested, ultimately, in t 
people. From the people of o 
country must come the power 
re-integrate and strengthen t 
American home. : 

Billions of dollars were spe 
for national defense in war. T 
American home is our first li 
of defense in peace. We can al 
must afford, through our elect 
representatives, to set up a pt 
gtam that will triumph over pr 
ent threats to our American hon 


(Applause.) | 


| 

Moderator Denny: | 
Thank you, Mr. Gaddis. A 
now let’s hear from our otk 
gtand-prize winner—the woman 
the case — Mrs. Annie Lau 
Peters, of Alexandria, Louisiai 
Mrs. Peters is a grandmother, a 
a veteran of fifty-one years in ¢ 
teaching profession. She’s six 
five years young. She romps, pla 
and swims with people a thi 
her age, and is the proud posses: 
of a Master of Arts degree whi 
she earned at the age of 
Mrs. Annie Laurie Peters, welco 
to Town Hall. (Applause.) | 


Mrs. Peters: 

Since I am the only woman who 
can reach the microphone, I must 
tise to the defense of Rosie, the 
Riveter, whom Monsignor repri- 
manded. If our economic condi- 
tions, today, make Rosie make 
tivets, why shouldn’t Mr. Rosie 
learn to make biscuits? (Applause 
and laughter.) 

And when those thousands of 
prospective bridegrooms apply to 
Monsignor for the names of the 
women who can cook, perhaps he 
can give them a questionnaire that 
will list their qualifications as well. 
My daughter-in-law in Alex- 
andria tells me that my otherwise- 
perfect son hangs damp towels on 
the backs of chairs. Is_ that 
strengthening the American family, 
dr the upholstery, either, for that 
matter? (Laughter.) 

Mr. Taft admits that Dick does 
20t put the toothpaste cap on. 

I agree with Mr. Gaddis that 
the real American home is in our 
itst line of defense. And in this 
etter to my daughter, I want to 
how you that strength must come 
from within the family as well as 
from without. 

“Joy, my little daughter, in the 
years since you have married John, 
you've asked me many questions 
—from how to make your gravy 
town, to how to vote. Your 
atest, however, is a $64 question: 
How can we Strengthen the Amer- 
can Family?’ 

“As a slogan, I should say, make 
ll your my’s our’s. Human beings 
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are the products of heredity and 
environment. If you’re looking 
for immediate reinforcement for 
your family, you'd better skip 
heredity and concentrate on en- 
vironment, for you’ve already in- 
herited Dad’s red hair and my 
fiery temper. And I felt on my 
last visit to you that your little 
Nancy had got her share of both 
from you. 

“When you married, you and 
John established a unit of govern- 
ment of which you were the self- 
constituted rulers. Your daughter 
and son, Nancy and Jack, became 
members, by reason of birth; and 
since Americans can only thrive in 
a democracy, your home must be 
one. 

“Children in such a home say, 
‘our car,’ ‘our home,’ ‘our family,’ 
and unconsciously that unit ex- 
pands to include ‘our school,’ 
‘our town,’ and later still, ‘our 
state’ and ‘our nation.’ 

“Posession entails responsibility, 
and joint possession develops fair- 
sharing, not only of luxuries, but 
of work, and of privations. Money 
may be the root of evil, but its in- 
telligent sharing is the basis of 
peaceful family living. Nancy and 
Jack are small now to understand 
budget restrictions, but if they buy 
their ice cream with ‘our money’ 
instead of ‘Dad’s money,’ you will 
have poured some solid cement in 
the foundation of building a strong 
family. 

“Understanding of all situations 
is necessary. If John’s salary is 


cut, tell the entire family about it, 
and explain how it may alter their 
scheme of living. The acceptance 
of responsibility develops the re- 
ceiver. Lack of funds can be re- 
placed or supplemented always by 
more generous giving by parents 
of their time—their talents. 

“I recall a formerly wealthy 
family from Chicago who moved 
to Louisiana on a WPA job. The 
mother and father instituted the 
popcorn hour—a huge bowl of 
popcorn and a game of dominoes, 
plus a couple of jolly parents, held 
two growing boys and _ their 
friends at home with more effi- 
ciency than a recreational center 
with a trained director.” (This is 
no reflection on Mr. Gaddis.) 

“Several years later, in more 
prosperous times, one of the sons 
announced the birth of his son, 
thusly: ‘The John Smiths announce 
the arrival of a new domino 
player. He isn’t eating popcorn 
yet, but he will.’ 

“Laughter is an excellent help 
to fair-sharing. My mother used 
to say that laughter was like axle 
grease—to smooth the squeaks 
away. Make comedies out of minor 
tragedies, and let the youngsters 
feel that no matter how wrong 
they’ve been, with a strong, loving 
family pulling for them, things 
are bound to come out right. A 
feeling of security adds to strength. 

“The press, the pulpit, the radio 
warn, ‘Juvenile delinquency is in- 
creasing.’ But with family democ- 
racy, the family unit would be 
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vitaminized gradually but pern 
nently, and delinquency would « 
crease. There are some who wou 
not change, but were there 1 
some little children in starvi 
Europe too far gone to respo 
to nutritional measures? Thi 
how many did respond. 

“Scattered over the face of the 
United States are thousands 
young families—some packed 
trailers, some in rows of quon: 
huts, some in tiny homes financ 
by GI loans, some wedged 
rooms of other people’s homes 
all, Joy, like you and John, fig) 
ing high prices. If all of the 
thousands of parents would lo 
into the clear eyes of th 
youngsters — for most of th 
homes do have children, no mat 
how crowded they are—and say 
them, ‘Fellows, you’re our equa 
for you are made of us, and ° 
are going to share our home w: 
you as a democracy.’ 

“I have not emphasized re 
gion as a prime requisite. It 
necessary. Religion must be the 


‘God’s in His Heaven. 
‘All’s right with the world. 


“Shall I say amen, or mere 


I love you. Goodbye.” (z 
plause.) 
Moderator Denny: 

Thank you, Mrs. Peters. W. 


it's no wonder that Mr. J. 
Davis, Governor of Louisiana, s 
the following telegram to me t 
afternoon, and here’s what 
says: 


“Louisiana is indeed proud of 
ler national champion, Mrs. Annie 
L. Peters of Bolton High School, 
Alexandria, and we eagerly await 
your program this evening. Con- 
gratulations to Town Hall and 
Mrs. Peters.” (Applause.) 

And now it’s about time to let 
the members of this representative 
Town Hall audience in on this 
discussion, and I know they have a 
Breat many interesting questions 
for you, so while we get ready 
for our question period, I’m sure 
that you, our listeners, will be in- 
terested in the following message. 


But first, let’s pause for station 
identification. 

Announcer: You are listening to 
America’s Town Meeting of the 
Air, brought to you by Town Hall 
and the American Broadcasting 
Company, originating tonight in 
Town Hall, New York, and con- 
ducted by George V. Denny, Jr., 
president of Town Hall. 

You have heard the Honorable 
Charles P. Taft, the Right Rever- 
end Monsignor Luigi Ligutti, 
Mrs. Annie Laurie Peters and Mr. 
Thomas E. Gaddis, discussing the 
question, “How Can We 


THOMAS E. GADDIS — Mr. Gaddis is 
deputy probation officer in Los Angeles 
County. He resides at 1074 Queen Anne 
Piace, Los Angeles, California. 


ANNIE LAURIE PETERS—Mrs. Peters is a 
teacher at Bolton High School, Alex- 
andria, Louisiana, and she has been in 
the teaching profession for 51 years. Her 
home address is 2508 Vance Avenue, 
Alexandria. 


CHARLES PHELPS TAFT—The son of Wil- 
liam Howard Taft, the 27th president of 
the United States, and the brother of 
Senator Robert A. Taft of Ohio, Charles 


Phelps Taft was born in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, in 1897. He has the degrees of 
B-A. and LL.B. from Yale, and LL.D. 


from the University of Toledo, University 
of Rochester, Marietta College, Miami 
University, and Ohio Wesleyan Univer- 


Mr. Taft was admitted to the bar in 
1922 and started the practice of law 
with Robert Taft. From 1924-37, he was 
' a member of the firm of Taft, Stettinius 
& Hollister. From 1927-28 he was 
prosecuting attorney for Hamilton County, 
Ohio. He is a member of the Cincin- 
nati Bar, the Ohio State Bar, and the 
_ American Bar Associations. 

i Charles Taft served as director of the 

. 8. Community War Services division 
of the Federal Security Agency from 
1941 to 1943, and was director of the 
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Wartime Economics Affairs for the De- 
partment of State during 1944. He is 
currently serving as president of the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches. 

Mr. Taft is the author of City Man- 
agement—The Cincinnati Experiment. He 
also wrote You and I—and Roosevelt. 


LUIGI G. LIGUTTI—Right Reverend Mon- 
signor Ligutti is executive secretary of the 
National Catholic Rural Life Conference. 
Mngr. Ligutti was born in Italy in the 
Proyince of Udine, in 1895. Here he 
received his elementary and high school 
training. He migrated to the United 
Staes in 1912, continued his education at 
St. Mary’s Seminary, Baltimore, where 
he received a S.T.B. degree. and was 
ordained to the priesthood in Des Moines 
in 1917. As pastor at Granger, Iowa, 
he organized and conducted religious 
vacation schools for the benefit of chil- 
dren living in mining camps, and also 
sponsored and organized Granger Home- 
steads. Mngr. Liguitti has _ recently 
visited continental Europe and the Scandi- 
navian countries to make surveys of co- 
Operatives. 

Mngr. Ligutti is the author of Rural 
Roads to Security and numerous articles 
for periodicals, and is the recipient of an 
M.A. degree from Catholic University and 
an honorary LL.D. degree from St. Am- 
brose College. In 1938, he was appointed 
Domestic Prelate by His Holiness Pope 
Pius XI. 


Strengthen the American Family?” 

For your convenience, we print 
each week the Town Meeting Bul- 
letin containing a complete record 
of tonight’s discussion, including 
the questions and answers to fol- 
low. 

You may secure tonight’s Town 
Meeting Bulletin by writing to 
Town Hall, New York 18, New 
York, and enclosing 10 cents to 
cover the cost of printing and mail- 
ing. Allow at least two weeks for 
delivery. 

During the summer months your 


Town Meeting will be with y 
each Thursday, as usual, but f 
four weeks in June, while yo 
moderator, Mr. Denny, is on va 
tion, three guest moderators w 
guide the Town Meeting into | 
formative and challenging disa 
sion. 

Next week, when Americ 
Town Meeting of the Air beg 
its summer tour in Des Moines 
its way to the West and Far We 
Mr. Clifton Utley, news comme 
tator and expert on foreign affai 
will be our guest moderator. 
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QUESTIONS, 


Mr. Denny: And now we are 
ready to hear the questions from 
this representative Town Hall au- 
dience, one of whom may win a 
$210 set of the Encyclopedia 
Americana. Our local committee of 
judges is standing by listening for 
the question which the committee 
considers best for bringing out 
mew facts and increasing our 
understanding of this interesting 
subject. If you'll ask your ques- 
tion, provided it is limited to 25 
words, you may receive a thirty 
volume set of the Encyclopedia 
Americana. We'll start with the 
lady right over there, eighth row. 
Yes? 

Lady: My question is addressed 

tc Mr. Taft. Would not the teach- 
ing of individual responsibilities 
to our children, early in life, help 
to strengthen the family and ul- 
imately the community? 
_ Mr. Taft: Well, I think that cer- 
tainly goes without saying. That’s 
what every good parent starts out 
fo do as early as the children can 
possibly arrange it. Sometimes 
they won’t let them take a trip 
actoss town when they’re probably 
ld enough to do it. I think you 
can stretch the age a little bit on 
hat kind of thing. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. 
gentleman on the front row. 

Man: I ask this question of 
Monsignor Ligutti. Marriage of 
eople of different faiths is quite 


The 
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prevalent today. Would you say 
that this is a weakening move? 

Monsignor Ligutti: Yes. There 
are enough troubles in married 
life without having religious 
troubles. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Mr. 
Taft wants to add a comment on 
that. Mr. Taft? 

Mr. Taft: I think my answer 
would be almost the same as Mon- 
signor Ligutti’s. If you have a 
really basic difference in religious 
faith, it can cause an awful lot of 
trouble. I wouldn’t want to keep 
two apart that really belong to- 
gether, but they’d better go over 
that pretty carefully before they 
get married. 

Mr. Denny: I just wanted to 
have both religious leaders repre- 
sented there. Yes? 

Man: A question for Mr. Gad- 
dis. How do you explain more 
divorces in a boom than in a bust 
period? More among the rich 
than among the poor? 

Mr. Denny: Mr. Gaddis. 

Mr. Gaddis: Sir, I think that 
both the rich and the poor, at cer- 
tain periods of history, feel very 
insecure. I think that a person 
who is rich can feel just as in- 
secute- as a person who is poor, 
and certainly in a society as in- 
secute as we have today, there is 
insecurity all around. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. 
young lady. 


The 


Lady: \ address my quety to 
Mrs. Peters. 
support of the church and knowl- 
edge of one’s religion would unite 
the family under bonds of common 
interest and understanding? 

Mrs. Peters: It certainly would. 
It is a part of their life. If I 
should write you a cake recipe and 
leave out the flour, you wouldn’t 
think for a minute that I meant to 
leave out flour. You would, on 
the contrary, say “How much 
flour?” It’s like that with religion. 
It’s bound to be there. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Man 
on the front row, please. 

Man: My question is directed to 
Mr. Taft. I’m a bit confused. Mr. 
Gaddis placed emphasis upon 
homes and space for the family. 
Mrs. Peters emphasized intellec- 
tual preparation for parenthood. 
As a father of a large family, ’'d 
like to hear your opinion. 

Mr. Taft: Well, I think all of 
them have something to do with 
it. The field in which we have 
failed the most, however, is in 
attempting to learn and to teach 
human relations. The economic 
problem we've discussed. We 
have authorities that give us opin- 
ions. We may not get an answer. 
But in the other field, there has 
been relatively little teaching, rela- 
tively little research, and certainly 
relatively little success in getting 
people to understand how to deal 
with one another. 


Mr. Denny: Thank you. 
lady. 


The 


Isn’t it true that” 


Lady: Mrs. Peters. War c 
$55,000, reducing one life. W 
not an infant subsidy, preservi 
natural. motherhood, econor 
peace, increasing purchasing pow 
distribution, employment, bet 
health and homes? 

Mr. Denny: That’s a lot in th 
Mrs. Peters. Did you get it all: 
Mrs. Peters: No, I didn’t. 

Mr. Denny: Well, she says tl 
it cost $55,000 to kill a persor 
our enemies—in the war. And 
it cost that much to kill a pers 
why  shouldn’t we _ subsid 
families in America to do | 
things that she suggests—a n 
ber of which she mentioned? | 

Mrs. Peters: I think that | 
could settle for $5,000, instead) 
$55,000—$5,000 in education | 
peace and right home-living wo} 
be worth $55,000 for the de 
(Applause.) 

Mr. Denny: All right. 
you. 

Man: I would like to direct 
question to Monsignor Ligutti. 
do you believe that increased 
alty to the family union will] 
accomplished at the sacrifice} 
loyalty to the community and 
the state? | 


Thi 


Monsignor Ligutti: No. Loy; 
to the family is the first. Loy} 
to the family means an increg 
loyalty to the state and to | 
community. The community} 
made up of families. The s 
is made up of families. a 
the cell of society. A better 
makes up a better body, an} 
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group of cells, healthy and sound, 
M society will make up a better 
tate and a better community. (Ap- 
ylause.) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. The 
entleman on the fifth row here. 

Man: Mr. Denny, my question 
s directed to Mr. Taft. Mr. Taft, 
lon’t you think that the most im- 
ortant thing today is that we 
ave world disarmament, outlaw 
he atomic bomb, so that there 
vill be families left in this world 
o educate? (Laughter.) 

Mr. Denny: I knew somebody 
vould bring the atomic bomb or 


he whole economic system into - 


his picture. All right, Mr. Taft. 
Mr. Taft: My answer would be 
ety brief. I am very much in- 
etested in having something done 
bout the atomic bomb, and cer- 
ainly about maintaining the gen- 
tal level of employment in every 
ountry, including especially the 
Jnited States; but I think what 
yve're talking about here is main- 
aining family life and the specific 
heasures that can be undertaken 
h order to accomplish that. 

‘I think you should therefore 
oint your finger directly at the 
inds of things which need to be 
lone, which is the education of 
adividual people in individual 
Ommunities right at the grass 
bots. (Applause.) 

Mr. Denny: Very briefly, sir. 
il right. Turn the microphone 
round here and let this gentleman 
ilk. 


Man: How ate we going to have 
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any families left in this world if 
we're going to continue to kill 
each other? That’s what— 

Mr, Denny: I get your question 
all right. We all understand that, 
but that’s another problem we'll 
discuss on Town Meeting later. 
But tonight we’re discussing how 
the family can take care of itself if 
the atomic bomb doesn’t come. 

Man: My question is addressed 
to Mr. Gaddis. In your opinion, 
are the Sunday schools of the 
Nation playing an aggressive 
enough part in the family life of 
the Nation? 

Mr. Gaddis: \ don’t have much 
experience with Sunday schools 
because I deal more with adults. 
However, I think that perhaps the 
subject matter of the Sunday 
schools of the Nation could be 
changed to include a little bit more 
of a study of the economic way 
in which our country is con- 
structed. I think that that should 
be added to the curriculum. I 
know that is a rather strange 
statement, but I believe it. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. I think 
both Mr. Taft and Monsignor 
Ligutti would like to comment on 
that. Monsignor Ligutti? 

Monsignor Ligutti: The first 
and the most important school is 
the home—the father and mother, 
the only teachers, the real profes- 
sors. You'll never find a profes- 
sor or a teacher in the Sunday 
school that will equal the efficiency 
and the effectiveness of a father 
and a mother. There is a sanc- 


tuary. There is a religious in- 
struction school. Sunday school— 
the Catholic schools — any other 
kind of a school is only a sec- 
ondary agency compared to the 
great agency, the home. 

Mr. Denny: Mt. Taft. 


Mr. Taft: I would agree entirely, 
Monsignor Ligutti. If you would 
figure that the time involved is 
about one hour of Sunday school 
compared to 50-odd hours that the 
parents have a direct influence on 
the children, so far as the time is 
concerned, you would know you 
couldn’t possibly do it in Sunday 
school. 

My own feeling is, however, 
that in our educational system, as 
Walter Lippmann pointed out a 
number of years ago at the Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of 
Science, we have left out one of 
the very basic elements — the 
Jewish-Christian foundation of our 
civilization. It seems to me that 
we should make religion — with- 
out bringing in any sectarian teach- 
ing—we should make religion cer- 
tainly one of the curriculum activi- 
ties, rather than an extra-curricu- 
lum activity. (Applause.) 

Mr. Denny: Yes, the lady in the 
balcony. 

Lady: Mrs. Peters, don’t you 
think the movies and periodicals 
put too much stress on the fun of 
young love and too little on the 
satisfactions of maturity? 


Mr. Denny: Oh, boy! That’s 
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another $64 question for you, M 
Peters. 

Mrs. Peters: Do you think tk 
you could rear children without 
great deal of love and a great de 
of understanding? That's what 
mean—for them to run to y 
when they get in trouble, ratk 
than run away from you. Forgi 
them much, and love them great 
They'll get along, economic qu 
tion or not. 


Mr. Denny: Wait a minu 
Wait. You haven’t answered tf 
question. 

Mrs. Peters: What questio 
(Laughter.) 


Mr. Denny: Tm not even goi 
to let a prize winner get away w: 
that! What she said was, don’t t 
movies and, what did you say, t 
press —the periodicals put t 
much stress on the fun of you 
love and not enough on the jc 
and satisfactions of married Ic 
and families? 

Mrs. Peters: 1 beg your pard 
We were talking about differ 
kinds of love. (Laughter.) P 
haps so. But if in the family y 
teach them to discriminate—cl 
dren use their own homes as 
standard, and the press and 1 
movies will be powerless if y 
supply the standards. (Applaus 

Man: This question is ; 
dressed to Monsignor Ligutti a 
to Mrs. Peters, if I may. And tl 
is whether or not— 

Mr. Denny: All right. Fire b 
barrels. Go ahead. 


Man: The question is whether 
or not there can’t be some co- 
ordinating office whereby the 
school, as well as religious educa- 
tional institutions, can combine to 
educate parenthood in order to 
eliminate prejudice and bias in the 
home itself. 

Mr. Denny: All right. How 
about starting with the parents? 
‘Monsignor Ligutti. I see he comes 
up slowly. 

Monsignor Ligutti: If you start 
with the parents, then start with 
Mrs. Peters. (Laughter.) I think 
that the first and the most im- 
portant place where we learn toler- 
ance, kindness toward the neigh- 
bor, is the home. Where you find 
ignorance and prejudice, where 
you find a lot of things said in the 
home or jokes told that are preju- 
dicial to the interest and to the 
welfare of the community, et 
cetera, you'll find the same thing 
cropping out among the children 
in the schools. There is no ques- 
tion at all that the Church, the 
school, but in a very special way, 
the home, can train the children to 
tolerance as they should be 
trained. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Now 
Mrs. Peters, would you comment 
on that? 

Mrs. Peters: Yes. I agree per- 
fectly with Monsignor Ligutti, but 
I think that schools—there is a 
Shortage of school teachers now 
already and if we’re going to have 
to educate the parents, why that’ll 
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be too much. So, I really believe— 
I'm going to stick to it—it’s the 
job of the family to establish the 
measuring standards of society, 
and anyone—those who are mar- 
ried and those who are just con- 
templating it, as I would think 
that questioner was doing. 

Mr. Denny: Now, just a minute. 
I’m going to appeal on the grounds 
of the gentleman’s question. He is 
worried — Oh, you know him? 
What is he? A student of yours? 

Mrs. Peters: No. He’s no stu- 
dent but he’s in love with a stu- 
dent of mine. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Denny: Oh, really? I see. 
(Laughter.) I hope the radio audi- 
ence heard what you said. What 
Mrs. Peters said was, “I know that 
fellow and he’s a bum.” . He’s a 
very handsome and well-tanned 
young man. All right. What he’s 
trying to get at—I think he’s puz- 
zled at the emphasis that all of you 
are putting on the home. He wants 
to know, and as an adult educator 
I want to know too, how are you 
going to train these people who 
are not already trained? The 
people like Mr. Taft talked about, 
who don’t know anything better 
to do than to wham somebody 
when they get in their way—what 
are you going to do about those 
people? 

Mrs. Peters: Well— 

Mr. Denny: How are you going 
to train them to make good 
homes? It is very well for us to 
stand up here and tell them that 


they ought to have good homes. 
How are you going to help them 
make good homes? 

Mrs. Peters: Well, ’'m going to 
get those people to listen to the 
Town Meeting of the Air. (Ap- 
plause and laughter.) 

Mr. Denny: Touché, touché. 

Mrs. Peters: And get their 
standards from that. I believe the 
gentleman will have quite a little 
time to get his standards arranged 
before he needs them. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Denny: I can see he’s go- 
ing to get a talking-to by Mrs. 
Peters a little later on. All right, 
let’s have the question from the 
gentleman in the balcony. 

Man: I address my question to 
Mr. Gaddis. Don’t you think that 
the great number of divorces to- 
day are strengthening the Amer- 
ican family—hasty war marriages 

. (unintelligible)? 

Mr. Denny: What do you mean, 
that divorces are helpful rather 
than undesirable? 

Man: I meant that divorces are 
beneficial for the whole society. 

Mr. Denny: Divorces are bene- 
ficial at times, if I understand 
you correctly, and you point to 
war marriages. It that right? 

Man: J beg your pardon? 

Mr. Denny: That’s what you 
said. All right, we’ve got it. Mr. 
Gaddis, what about it? 

Mr. Gaddis: I agree with part 
of what this gentleman said. I 
think that divorce in some cases is 


a desirable thing. But I believe 
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that when two people get in | 
temporary spat, or get into som 
kind of a conflict which can b 
solved, and they impulsively get : 
divorce rather than have it studie 
by a conciliation man, or a famil 
relations man, why then I thinl 
it’s a very damaging thing, becaus 
once they’re divorced, they cat 
cause each other a great deal o 
trouble because they then oftet 
hate each other for a period o 
years. | 


Mr. Denny: Thank you, Ms 
Gaddis. That leads us into anothe 
subject which we'll take up o: 
Town Meeting sometime. Whil 
our speakers prepare their sum 
maries of tonight’s question, here’ 
another message of interest to you 

Announcer: After 12 years on th 
air, we still receive letters fros 
Town Meeting listeners who try t 
find evidence of partisanship in th 
way we word our subjects and th 
questions from the audience, ¢ 
the comment of our moderato 
As a matter of actual count, 
critical mail is still less than on 
per cent of the total, and we r 
ceive an average of 1,500 letters 
week. 


The interesting thing about t 
minority criticism is that it 
about equally divided betwee 
those who call us fascist reactio 
aries or use the opposite sme 
terms of communists and fello 
travelers. 


Now of course we aren’t an 
here at Town Hall, and we have 


yet sprouted wings, but on this 
occasion of our twelfth anniver- 
sary, we'd like to refer our friends 
of a critical mind to this 12-year 
period. It isn’t difficult to pick 
little bits of a certain program 
apart and make it appear to be 
one-sided. But as Al Smith used 
to say, ‘“Let’s look at the record.” 
This doesn’t mean that we can’t 
take criticism. We welcome true, 
constructive criticism. 


Now, for the summaries of to- 
hight’s discussion, here is Mr. 
Denny: 

Mr. Denny: And now let’s hear 
first from Monsignor Luigi G. 
Ligutti. 

Monsignor Ligutti: Real love, 
hot mere physical attraction, must 
bring man and woman together for 
the establishment of a home. 
Good judgment and common sense 
are needed—not snap decisions. 
Marriage must be regarded as a 
permanent union. With perma- 
Mency there must exist motivation, 
mot a union of respectable con- 
venience. 

The family must be a cell of 
society, fully allied and _ repro- 
ductive. Ownership of the home, 
Space, light, air and privacy should 
form the environment for a strong 
family. The things that belong 
traditionally to a family must re- 
Main with it. 

Said a dear old lady to me, 
“The loveliest memories of my 
childhood days are connected with 
the smell of baking bread.” Home- 
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making is a full-time job. That, 
and more—a holy union, a blessed 
state, a kingdom, a nursery, a 
school, a co-operative, a sanctuary. 
This is the true family. (Ap- 
plause.) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Monsig- 
nor Ligutti. And now a final 
word from Mr. Taft. 

Mr. Taft: There is nothing so 
much needed and so little provided 
as the real training of youngsters 
for marriage, and for bringing up 
children in a home that serves God 
and community. Pastors are doing 
it with increasing effectiveness in 
these days, and theirs is the great- 
est chance which nothing must be 
allowed to diminish. 

The problem is part of our 
larger failure to teach the tech- 
niques of human relations, of 
teamwork, and co-operation and 
fair-sharing of responsibilities for 
the accomplishment of all our 
purposes in daily living. That 
course on human relations is not 
in the school curriculum, where it 
should be as important as learning 
about things. 

The homemaking process be- 
gins with the teaching of religion, 
love of God and neighbor—a God 
who brings new life and strength 
to those who seek Him in faith; 
a neighbor or partner, through 
whom God may speak and serve 
if we listen and watch for it. 


(Applause.) 
Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mr. 
Taft. Now, Mrs. Peters and Mr. 


Gaddis, here’s something very 
special for each of you. Stand- 
ing here at my right is Mr. Russell 
McGuire, one of our Town Hall 
trustees, who has created a foun- 
dation through which he does 
many good works. It was this 
foundation that financed this con- 
test and set thousands of people 
to writing and millions of people 
to thinking about this urgent 
American problem that we’ve been 
discussing tonight. Mr. Russell 
McGuire. 

Mr. McGuire: Thank you, Mr. 
Denny. On behalf of Town Hall 
and the Russell McGuire Founda- 
tion, I am happy to present to you, 
Mrs. Annie Laurie Peters, this 
check for $500 for your excellent 
letter; and to you, Mr. Thomas 
Gaddis, here’s also a check for 
$500 for your equally constructive 
suggestions on how to strengthen 
the American family. 

The Russell McGuire Founda- 
tion was very happy to play a part 
with Town Hall and the American 
Broadcasting Company in creating 
such a widespread interest in this 
important American problem. (Ap- 
plause.) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mr. 
McGuire, Mrs. Peters, Mr. Gaddis, 
Mr. Taft, and Monsignor Ligutti. 
Now ten sets of the Encyclopedia 
Americana wete sent to the hon- 
orable mention winners announced 
last week, and Town Hall Certi- 
ficates of Merit were given to fifty 
other persons. Incidentally, the 
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letters of the ten who won ho 
orable mention will be printed | 
our Town Meeting Bulletin tt 
week. So if you want copies | 
the entire program, including the 
ten, don’t forget to enclose t 
cents, and send your request 
Town Hall, New York 18, Ne 
York. 

Our warmest thanks go to M: 
Hortense Odlum, former preside 
of Bonwit-Teller and chairman | 
the committee of judges, and t 
distinguished members of her cot 
mittee for their enthusiastic c 
operation in helping to choose t 
prize-winning letters. 

Now next week your Tov 
Meeting begins its tour to t 
Pacific Coast with a progra 
which you have given top rati 
in recent Town Meeting ballo 
The subject is, “Are Communis 
and Christianity Incompatible 
Our speakers will be Miss Dorot 
Thompson, author and syndicat 
columnist; Father Edward 
Cardinal, Educational Director 
the Catholic Youth Organiaztic 
the Reverend William Howa 
Melish, Associate Rector of t 
Church of the Holy Trinity 
Brooklyn; and Doctor Jeros 
Davis, author and foreign corr 
pondent in Russia. 

Our guest moderator for t 
next two weeks will be my go 
friend, Clifton Utley, of Chica; 
This broadcast will emanate fr 
Station KRNT Radio Theat 
under the auspices of the Midw 


Institute for International Rela- 
tions and Station KRNT. Please 
remember, your Town Meeting 
does continue throughout the sum- 
mer. 

Now we have one more set of 
Encyclopedia Americana to present 
tonight, and our committee of 
judges tells me that the winner is 
Mr. Rogers, who asked the ques- 
tion, “How do you explain more 
divorces in a boom than in a bust 
period, and more among the rich 
than the poor?” Congratulations, 
Mr. Rogers. 
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As we close our Twelfth Anni- 
versary Broadcast, I want to extend 
my deep, personal thanks to my 
associates, Mrs. Marian Carter, and 
Mrs. Elizabeth Colclough, who 
week after week plan our programs 
and secure the speakers. The de- 
voted loyalty and work of these 
two members of our staff deserve 
your as well as my lasting thanks. 
(Applause.) 

We hope you will plan to be 
with us next week and every week 
at the sound of the Crier’s bell. 


“HOW CAN WE STRENGTHEN THE AMERICAN FAMILY 


The following ten essays also were prize winners in the Town Ha 
Twelfth Anniversary Contest on “How Can We Strengthen tl 
American Family?” The message contained in each essay is valuabl 
and Town Hall is happy to be able to bring them to the attentic 
of the readers of the Town Meeting Bulletin. 


Mr. JOHN PLANK 
481 Delaware Ave. 
Marion, Ohio 


It will take time to strengthen the 
American family. 

There’s nothing so very complicated 
about it. Actually, there’s nothing 
that requires the analysis or pronounce- 
ments of learned doctors, educators, or 
religious leaders. 


It just will take time to make it 
work .. . time in the evening, which 
a father might want to devote to his 
newspaper or a magazine, or over a 
week-end on a golf course. 

For the sake of example, let’s take 
me, a very average father. During the 
war, I was very fortunate not to have 
been away from my daughter for much 
smore than a year. This time, however, 
did give me a greater appreciation of 
the comparative values of my family 
and my liking for books and other per- 
sonal pleasures. 

In the two years I’ve been back 
home, I’ve read less than half a dozen 
books. I find it hard to keep up with 
the magazines to which we subscribe. 
I've played golf... . very badly ... 
just four times. But I’ve had a lot of 
fun with my six-year-old daughter, and 
the three of us have really became bet- 
ter acquainted. 

We have worked out our own little 
games to play in the evening—she, 
her mother, and I. We take times for 
stories every evening. Lots of nights 
after her prayers, and her mother goes 
downstairs, I curl up on the bed beside 
her and we talk of all sorts of things 
until she gets sleepy. That’s really 
the best time of the whole day because 
we're really confidential pals then. 
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The three of us gather together t 
makings for a picnic, and with o 
collie, we head out into the count: 
In winter, we build a snow man or | 
sled riding. We’ve discovered too i 
great fun to go fishing together. Sv 
day evenings the three of us sit 1 
gether on the davenport, listening 
“The Greatest Story Ever Told” 
quiet reverence and discussing it aft 
wards. 

Perhaps one of the worst penalt 
of civilization is the many outside - 
terests and activities which make « 
mands on parents’ time, causing th 
to drift farther and farther apart. 

The things I've mentioned are sm: 
simple pleasures, but their true 1 
portance lies in the fact that’ we 
them together. Doing more things 
gether . . . that’s where the stren; 
of a family lies. 

Being a parent is a job in its 
Today the trend among parents, just 
we find among so many workers, is 
do as little as possible to hold 
job. 

I like to look at it this way. A } 
or girl is a child for such a sh 
time ... think back to your own chi 
hood; how quickly it passed. Bef 
we realize it, children are grown % 
the cycle begins all over again. — 
willing to postpone some of the thi 
Id like to do, because there will 
time to do them later when I hav 
a daughter to be pals with... and 
cause I want her to want to be ] 
with her son or daughter when 
grows up. 

It will take time .. . it does t 
time to strengthen the American fam 
Speaking as one small voice, I’d lik 
offer the opinion that it’s well w« 
the investment. 


Miss ApA HERR 
64 Clark St. 
Brooklyn 2, N.Y. 


How strengthen the American family? 
By giving it something to do. By 
making it become a responsible, func- 
fioning, productive center; by bringing 
into it the vital activities that make a 
nome truly creative. Concentration of 
industry and division of labor have 
served steadily to remove these func- 
ions from the home, and the interests 
of the family have gone scurrying after 
he dispersed activities. 

What is our picture of a strong 
family? Admittedly, the family was 


stronger when it was the hub around. 


which most of life revolved—when the 
30me was the center of the chief in- 
Justries, such as the manufacture of 
lothing, house furnishings, fuel, food, 
stc., and when the cultural side of 
tuman nature developed in intimate in- 
ercourse with these practical necessities 
of life. For then, religion, education, 
ntertainment and the arts were all pur- 
ued in the home. Here children 
earned from example as well as by 
srecept. As John Dewey said, here 
here was always something that really 
weeded to be done, and a real necessity 
hat each member of the household 
hould do his own part faithfully and 
M codperation with others. 


In removing the drudgery from the 
lome, haven’t we thrown out the baby 
vith the bath? Home consumption has 
nereased; home production has de- 
teased. But mere consuming does not 
ind people together, nor bind them 
0 their homes. It is not creatively 
ital in the way that producing is 
featively vital; hence the deadness, the 
terility of our present-day home. 


We have taken out of it everything 
hat has to do with living. You can’t 
i born there, die there, be buried from 
here; can’t be taught there, be sick 
bere; you can’t work there nor learn 
skill; and entertainment must be found 
Isewhere. What is there left but a 
ifeless dormitory where one changes 
me’s clothes and where food prepared 
Isewhere is served? We've been mis- 
ducated into thinking of almost all 
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manual producing as menial, something 
to be avoided at all cost. 

Social agencies and educators are 
frank in saying that their problem is 
to do for today’s child what the home 
did for the child in previous genera- 
tions. 

The Harvard Report on Education 
emphasizes that most children learn no 
skills at home because nothing is done 
there that they can observe and assist 
in. So we look to the school to assume 
even greater responsibility in impart- 
ing to the child all it needs to know 
in the business of living. 

The chief reason given for a new 
Youth Service was that the modern 
urban home, since it produces prac- 
tically nothing, provides no opportunity 
for youngsters to use their boundless 
energy by doing home chores such as 
country children find to do. It is 
therefore necessary for society to find a 
way of diverting this store of energy, 
which is now turning its owners into 
juvenile delinquents. Therefore, at a 
cost of thousands of dollars an artificial 
program was set up to simulate home 
activities! Not a word about bringing 
these activities back into the home, 
among loved ones! 

There are several things we can begin 
to do to make the home do purpose- 
fully and with our conscious guidance 
what it formerly did automatically. In 
general we can make our home the 
place where it is fun to produce at least 
some of the things we consume. 

We can satisfy our impulse to do— 
to create—that which is useful and 
beautiful, and we will find ourselves 
doing more and more of the things we 
have come to pay others to do for us. 

You may think it doesn’t pay to be 
your own handy man and dressmaker; 
to do your own furniture repairs and 
interior decorating; to mend shoes and 
make soap; to make Christmas gifts 
and greeting cards, or a score of other 
things you can do at home with your 


family. I don’t say it will pay at first, 
but it is fun. There is no better enter- 
tainment. 


In the productive home, the watch- 
word is make instead of buy, and the 
home becomes a family workshop 


where sociability, humor, education, re- 
ligion and industry meet. That is what 
it takes to make the family vital and 
strong. 


Mr. J. WEBB SAFFOLD 
1841 East 89th St. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 


We can strengthen the American 
family by a sincere appreciation of this 
six-point program, and a conscientious 
effort to apply it by every member of 
every family. 

The best time to start to strengthen 
the American family is when it becomes 
a family, but this program will 
strengthen any family at any time. 


1. Relationship to God. The re- 
lationship of the individual, or the 
family, to God is the basic requirement 
for strength, because basic strength is 
spiritual strength, and an individual’s 
concept, or lack of concept, of God as 
his spiritual Father influences every 
act of that individual, his objectives 
in life, and his methods of attaining 
those objectives. It so influences him 
whether he is conscious of it or not. 

The family starts with the father and 
mother, and the first thing to do to 
strengthen that family is to establish 
its relationship to God in its own way. 
As children are added, they will come 
up with a firm foundation which recog- 
nizes the fact that a right relationship 
of the individual and the family to God 
is the starting point of life, and 
obedience to God’s laws gives the 
only real liberty and security. 

2. Family Teamwork. The second 
thing in this program is the realization 
by each member of the family of the 
fact that the family is a team and good 
teamwork makes a good family. Each 
member tries to see how much he or 
she can contribute to, AND NOT GET 
FROM, THE FAMILY-TEAM AND 
THIS ATTITUDE OF MUTUAL 
HELPFULNESS will strengthen the 
family and enable it to meet emer- 
gencies courageously and enjoy good 
times together to the fullest. Family 
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teamwork is a natural result of 


sound spiritual foundation. 


3. Education. The realization « 
the part of the father and mother, at 
every member of the family, that ed 
cation starts before school, goes throus 
all the academic grades, and co 
tinues through life because educati: 
is unfoldment. Teamwork will enab 
all members of the family to work t 
gether to give each one the best ed 
cation possible. Education is a mea 
to an end, and not an end in itse 
and that end is a fuller, richer life. 


4, Industry. A genuine appreciati 
on the part of each member of t 
family that nothing is really possess: 
until it is earned, and that there is 3 
substitute for the satisfaction th 
comes from a good day’s work w 
done, will beget a true estimate of t 
dignity and usefulness of work as som 
thing to be undertaken with zest, | 
stead of being shirked and avoided 


There is no greater fallacy t 
“something for nothing,’ and a so 
evaluation of work will strengthen 
American family. 


5. Health, Each member of 
family must realize that without g 
health the fruits of education and | 
dustry cannot be enjoyed to the full 
Then each member will do everyth 
possible to promote his or her 0} 
good health and help the rest of 
family to do the same, for the pe 
health of any member of the fa 
team affects every other member. 
healthy family is a strong family. 


6. Loyalty. Loyalty is honesty, sy 
pathy, courage and faith in the fan 
relationship. It is the great mé 
vator love, in action, and constitu 
the cement that holds the family | 
gether and keeps it strong. 
to God on 
of the family team naturally result 
loyalty to the family unit and to 
Nation. Strong families make stré 
nations, and strong nations mak 
strong world. 

The vision of unity in one w 
must first be realized in unity in 
family, which is the basic unit of ci 
zation and of mankind. 


Ars. RAY SANDEFUR 
. 7, Box 283 
inderson, Indiana 


I have spent a whole month wonder- 
ng, “How Can We Strengthen the 
American Family,’ and have found 
faite a few good answers. 

None of us can give a hard and fast 
ule and make it apply in each case, 
ut here is one that will: Make your 
jome a happy place. 


I am a happily married woman be- 
ause my husband and I share so many 
hings. I believe with all my heart that 
iving is loving. We are all better 
ersons by having loved someone or 
y being loved by another. 

So to the young people planning to 
ye married, I say, “Be positive you love 
ach other enough to want to stay 
natried the rest of your lives!” Far 
00 many people get married thinking, 
Well, if this doesn’t work out, we 
an always get a divorce.” Stop right 
here! Never marry if there is even a 
int of that thought in mind. On the 
vedding day, let the lovers say, “This 
s for keeps!” and make it be just that. 


The first few years are the hardest 
mly because of the readjustment each 
las to make to the other’s way of liv- 
ng. The old saying “You never know 
_ person ’til you’ve lived with him” 
ettainly is true. There are so many 
listurbances that arise which tend to 
pring the hinge between man and wife, 
nd it takes forebearance on the part 
f each to prevent a rift. 


Love, to me, means loving my hus- 
and more than myself. I put aside 
ay petty grievances to avoid arguments, 
nd sometimes it means self-sacrifice, 
ut it means so much to be kind, and 
giving, and patient, and under- 
tanding, whenever your mate needs it. 
Jon’t be too proud to say, “I’m sorry,” 
fhen you’re wrong. And you can still 
9ve each other as much even though 
ou know his weaknesses, and he yours. 
ach day you learn a little more about 
We one you married. We share alike 
ur devotion. 


If we are to have intelligent citizens, 
tis country ought to have a nation- 
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wide law that restricts marriage per- 
mits to the mentally fit. Only the men- 
tally as well as the physically capable 
should marry. 

Naturally, we suppose each married 
couple wants children, and as I see it, 
the real task of strengthening the Amer- 
ican family begins with the child. Too 
many parents are too busy with outside 
interests to take time with their chil- 
dren. The key word is: EDUCATION! 
Education in the home usually means 
applied human psychology. 

The better educated parents are more 
qualified to teach their children good 
citizenship, early. Of course, the child 
learns much by observing and mimick- 
ing his parents, so it is most important 
that they themselves are above reproach 
in behavior and character. 

Raising a family is both mother’s and 
father’s responsibility. They ought never 
to criticize each other before the chil- 
dren, and they should uphold the 
other’s commands to the child and see 
that they are carried out. It is un- 
fortunate when one parent is more 
lenient than the other so that the child 
runs to him to escape the responsi- 
bility or punishment that the other 
parent placed upon him. 

The child must always feel secure 
of his parents’ love, and also of the 
bond of family love. 


We try to teach the Golden Rule 
to our three children, inspiring them 
to learn self-control, respect for each 
other, and self-sacrifice (each learns to 
divide his belongings with the others). 
An only child misses this. 

School comes easier if the child first 
learns these things at home. A com- 
plete school education is essential be- 
cause it provides a child with an adult 
mind able to cope with responsibilities 
in later life. A well educated person 
makes a better marriage prospect, thus 
the better parent he will make. For it 
is we, the parents, who have the power 
to shape the lives of the children who 
will become tomorrow’s citizens. 


And so, may I repeat what I said 
in the beginning, “Make your home a 
happy place, for a happy family is a 
strong one!” 


Mrs. WILLIAM G. Gorrop, JR. 
38 Bradford St. 
Springfield, Mass. 


How many average American families 
today could truthfully answer the ques- 
tion, “Is family devotion a part of your 
everyday life?” To answer that ques- 
tion fully would take extensive research 
and study; yet it is the very core of 
the family. Religion, regardless of 
creed, is a necessary and unfailing help 
in time of trouble, in sorrow, joy, and 
everyday problems. This vital need 
must be present to strengthen the 
family, therefore, it must not be placed 
in the background and brought forth 
only at will. From personal observya- 
tion, many well-meaning parents send 
the young children to Sunday School 
while the mother remains at home to 
prepare Sunday dinner and the father 
righteously drives the little tots to 
church, comes back home, and reads the 
papers; then fetches them at the noon 
hour. Too many do this. If all went 
to church as a family, the feeling of 
unity would strengthen ties greatly. The 
parents set an example and will benefit 
fully as much as will the children. 

There seems, today, to be the idea in 
many minds that families of three or 
four in number are the only happy 
ones. Too often, families of five or six 
are pitied and wondered at. It is often- 
times a struggle to raise three or four 
children, yet it does not seem right to 
limit the American families 


: to two 
children. Security for these often 
“pitied” families could be brought 


about by putting them in the limelight 
for a while by means of books, maga- 
zines, movies, and the radio. Large 
families can be happy ones. 


If a child, no matter what age, asks 
questions of his parents, it is the obli- 
gation of the parents to answer the 
questions in a straightforward manner 
as clearly and plainly as possible. Then, 
and then only, can a child grow to 
respect his parents in every way. If the 
questioning child in the family is in- 
formed correctly of matters of con- 
cern to him, he need not seek wrong 
information from questionable sources. 
A child thus informed will in turn 
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grow up to be a more intelligent pat 
for the future citizens of this coun 

If, in a family, there is a designa 
evening which could be devoted 
financial affairs, it would strengthen 
family in the relationship of persc 
wants. The parents, and the chile 
as well, should all be included in 
necessary part of family living. — 
business affairs should be discu: 
openly and frankly with all and she 
be worked out together. There is 
such thing as one member of the far 
“having a head for figures.” All he 
huddled together make for better | 
mony, wider suggestions, and the be 
management. If children were @ 
to feel important and necessary at @ 
financial conferences, they in turn we 
better understand the value of me 
and the meaning of exchanging loxu 
for necessities. In this plan, chil 
would be shown why they cannot I 
everything they might want, and | 
would grow in wisdom for future h 
management and security. 

Home life must be made more 
joyable to adults and children a 
to further establish a stronger fan 
If fun and companionship are foo 
in the home, interests, therefore, 
where they are right. Group ga 
where 2il may participate, are 
mendab!e. Enjoying movies, ball ga 
and trips together should be encour: 
instead of solitary adventures. ~ 
most talked-of Juvenile Delinqu 
might well be retarded if all paz 
made a larger effort to make hon 
happy, livable, comfortable, se 
place for children, instead of a s 
piece for adult friends only. 

When there are children of sc 
age, it is a mother’s obligation t 
at home where a full measure of 
and guidance can be bestowed ai 
times. If the mother works outsic&k 
home, the children are deprivec 
needed attention because of the 
program of a mother, as evenings 
consequently devoted to housekee 
duties instead of to enjoyable fs 
entertainment. 

Children should never be includ 
any distressing emotional conflicts 
may arise between a husband and 


The children’s sense of security is 
lessened if they are exposed to such 
conditions. Many disturbing, harmful 
consequences, such as nervousness in 
school and the failure of not getting 
along with other children, may arise. 
Children’s hearts and minds are sensi- 
tive and should be protected by the 
parents, and parents should confine 
their arguing and disagreeing entirely 
to themselves. The unity of family 
life can easily be broken by unthinking 
parents. 

The American family is an institution, 
and it is up to everyone to share the 
responsibilities of strengthening it to 
keep it so. 


Mrs. VERNETTE I. SCHMIDT 
1238 Oakdale Avenue 
Dayton 10, Ohio 


Tm just an American mother—I can’t 
express the views of a learned statisti- 
cian or an experienced welfare worker 
—but, as the mother of two teen-age 
boys, I see and feel the influences that 
are weakening the American family life, 
very keenly and very personally, and 
only by recognizing these weakening 
influences can we find the means of 
strengthening our family life. 


Amazing as it seems, the more we 
Progress as a civilized country, the 
more we weaken our family ties! In 
years gone by, families found good, 
wholesome entertainment in the home, 
shurch, and school; today the movies, 
Magazines, radio and recordings vie 
with each other to catch the attention 
29 the American family—and much 
xf what they offer is anything but 
wholesome. ‘‘Forbid the children to 
30 to such movies, read such maga- 
“ines, listen to such radio programs 
st recordings”—yes, that sounds like a 
Olution—excepting to us parents who 
ind that to forbid constantly is to 
lurture a child’s resentment, lose his 
onfidence, and drive any normal, curi- 
dus child into finding out for him- 
elf what these forbidden things are 
Ul about! When we clean up the 
time themes and luridness in the fields 
f “entertainment” we will have taken 
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a seven-league-boots stride toward 
strengthening the American family life. 

Still in the category of “outside in- 
fluences,” let us look at our under- 
privileged families. Among our “juv- 
enile delinquents’ we find many po- 
tentially fine youngsters who, because 
of home influences, never had a chance. 
But we could give them that chance! 
A good Boy Scout won’t turn criminal; 
youngsters who are busy at Youth 
Clubs have no time for “mobs”; these 
youngsters are the ingredients of TO- 
MORROW’S FAMILIES—and we must 
enlarge our youth NOW—increase our 
club facilities NOW so every child has 
a chance to be a good American. 

Then, the ‘‘average’’ American family 
—families that are the backbone of our 
great country! In addition to adverse 
“outside influences,’ the home influence 
in these families has weakened very 
much. Religious training should, per- 
haps, be considered first. We can find 
a hundred alibis for the trend to neg- 
lect church attendance, but there is no 
alibi for the effect of this negligence. 
The bond between God and the family 
is one that is attained only by living 
with His influence felt constantly— 
family prayer, meal-time blessing, and 
taking our children to church, not just 
sending them. 

Next must come our responsibility as 
parents. So many dads have settled 
down into a “I owe my children food, 
clothing, shelter and education’ rut. 
Material things do not answer a child’s 
entire need by any means; but today’s 
busy dads seem to have lost the ability 
to be comrades to their children and 
another family tie is weakened. And 
mothers, how very much we need to 
get back the ‘““Mother’s place is in the 
home” attitude! I’m not referring just 
to the working mothers, either! Let 
mothers spend less time playing bridge 
and more time playing with their chil- 
dren; less time fixing party snacks and 
more time fixing cookies for the 
“gang”; less time for beauty care and 
more time for child care. 


And the home—is the house every 
child lives in a home to him—or is it, 
more often, a place that must be kept 
spotless for entertaining? And is his 


yard his playground? Or is it a “Don’t 
trespass on the lovely grass’ place? 
We need more homes cluttered with 
toys—more yards trampled by playing 
feet. We can entertain in our homes 
and grow grass in our yards for all the 
years to come, but a child only has 
ene childhood in which to grow. 

Finally, divorce! Like a contagious 
disease divorce has swept our family 
life, separating husbands and wives, but 
what is more important—separating 
dads and moms, taking from the chil- 
dren their greatest security. 
divorce necessary? If parents were 
devoting their combined efforts to the 
good of their children, wouldn’t these 
family ties bind closer the matrimonial 
ties? 

We can strengthen the American 
family life, but only through the united 
efforts of our “entertainment world,” 
our churches, our civic organizations, 
art us parents. We must talk it over 
the radios, preach it from the pulpits, 
print it in the papers, for tomorrow’s 
American family life will be only as 
sirong as today’s children are en- 
couraged and taught to make it. 


Mr. Harry S. NELSON 
2118 N. Whipple St. 
Chicago 47, Illinois 


Being the father of five children, 
ranging ‘n age from twelve to twenty- 
six, I have found that the best way to 
strengthen my home is as follows: 

While the children were small, we 
had them attend Sunday School. My 
wife and I also attended. As the chil- 
dren grew up, they became interested 
in the various church activities, such as 
young people’s society, choir, etc. In 
this way, they spent a good deal of 
their time with a fine group of people 
with good habits. They still had plenty 
of time for other forms of recreation, 
such as movies, dancing, parties, and 
outdoor sports. 

My wife and IJ found it a good policy 
to have the confidence of all of our 
children. We feel that each one is an 
important part of the family unit. We 
have no favorites. The children are free 


Is so much’ 


to come and go as they please, as lc 
as we know of their whereabouts a 
whom they associate with. In this w 
the child feels responsible for — 
actions, and will think twice bef 
doing anything that will offend | 
rest of the family. They never hesit 
to talk over with the family wh 
they have been or what they did, | 
seem to enjoy telling us everythi: 
Of course, after they reach eighteen 
twenty years of age, we don’t exp 
them to go into details, as we pare 
didn’t do that either when we w 
that age. 

The children should have the b 
education possible, even if it is nec 
sary for the parents to sacrifice to g 
it to them. If the children can help, 
much the better, as they will appreci 
it more. They should start while 
high school, but they should have | 
privilege of using the money they e 
as they see fit, and should not have 
help with family expenses unless t 
wish to. This will soon show how 
child appreciates the value of mon 
and what the parents have done 
them before they were able to earn 
themselves. Even after their educat 
is completed and they start to w 
the parents should not demand t 
entire earnings as some parents do, 
should get a fair amount to help 
the family expenses. The child sh 
have enough to make ends meet and 
save a little too. 

The home should always be ope 
all friends of the family, and 
should be encouraged to bring t 
friends home now and then. A p 
once in a while is also a good way 
meet their friends. The parents sh 
also mix in the fun, but should 
make a nuisance of themselves. 

Indecencies, cursing, and sex t 
should not come up for discussio 
the family circle. The children sh 
be told about sex relations, but at 
proper time and by the proper p 
Filthy jokes and cursing should no 
tolerated in the home. 

As to drinking, I think it is bette 
have it in the home if it is necessar 
have it, but the parents should se 
example of moderation. If parents s 


lost of the time in a tavern or night 
lub, they won’t have much time for 
yeir children, and the children may fol- 
yw their example and do likewise. 
There should be no secrets between 
1e members of the family. Events of 
1e day and anything of interest should 
e discussed by the entire family. 
Encourage music, singing, etc., in the 
ome. The home should be a place 
here the family can enjoy themselves, 
nd not a show place where one can- 
ot feel at ease. 


All members of the family should 
ike an interest in local and national 
olitics, and this encourages educa- 
onal discussion. Be tolerant and 
elpful, and try to see the other per- 
yn’s point of view. Be a booster and 
ot a wet blanket. 


If the parents of this generation 
“ould give more thought and time to 
We proper rearing and education of 
weir children, and be more thankful 
xt their blessings, we wouldn’t have 
) worry about the generations to come 
nd the future American homes. We 
ave been too busy having a good time 
urselyes, and the children have had 
lore or less to shift for themselves. 
Ve have become too modern and have 
gotten some of the teachings of our 
arents. 

A good tree cannot bring forth evil 
uit; neither can a corrupt tree bring 
th good fruit. Matthew 7:18. 


ins. N. E. MAcLAuRIN 
532 9th Ave., N.E. 
tattle 5, Washington 


The breakdown of the American 
mily is no accident. It follows the 
lexorable law of life: adjust or perish. 
mighty dinosaur didn’t have sense 
1ough to shed his bony plates of 
mor, so gradually he passed out. 
ist so will any type of family which 
ils to adjust to its environment. 
The American family has evolved, 
langing to suit the changing Amer- 
an environment, material and social. 
ut social laws and customs, which 
nbody mental attitudes, always change 
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more slowly than material environ- 
ment. This differential didn’t matter 
so much when the world moved slowly, 
but change itself has changed. It is 
speeding up. 

Never in all history has there been 
so much change as since the turn of 
the century. Never has any nation 
geared the material side of its car of 
progress so swiftly to meet this change 
as has America. But the social side 
is still traveling in low. Something has 
to break. 

Like poor old Diney, the American 
family is still dragging bony armor. 
Ossified ideas, once protective, only 
weaken it today. Why moan about the 
good old days? You can’t go home 
again. If you accept what sociologists 
know about them you won’t want to. 
Why not discard the dear old dogmas 
which hamper free development. We 
can give the family a fighting chance to 
function. We can strengthen the Amer- 
ican family by sloughing old ideas 
which encumber it, today. 

Our family pattern has grown along 
with our democracy, which, based on 
Christian ethic, establishes the equal 
worth of every person. We have come 
belatedly to allow woman, co-founder 
of the family, to develop her person- 
ality in colleges of higher education. 
Twenty-seven years ago the American 
Constitution recognized that women 
were citizens, and allowed them to 
vote. 

So, young Americans today want 
partnership in marriage. They know 
our advanced society can supply all 
their needs efficiently outside the fam- 
ily, except the vital one—companion- 
ship. Mating, with its fruition in chil- 
dren, is a means to an end. Young 
people found families to fulfil that 
strong need of loving and of being 
loved, of being understood and valued 
as persons, of sharing intimately life’s 
experiences. Companionship of father- 
mother-child—life’s trinity—for this 
“God setteth the solitary in families.” 

But outmoded interpretations of the 
Christian ethic persist which deny de- 
mocracy and bring their loftiest de- 
sires too often to frustration. 


What are these outmoded ideas? 
Brifly stated for brevity, here are some; 


The family should be organized for the 
comfort of the man, its head. 
Only the man must earn. He owns the 
income and wife and can manage 

both. 

The man’s duty as husband and as 
father is to provide. Anything 
more is a favor. 

All good women like all kinds of 
housework, also child care. 

The woman who gives birth is thereby 
endowed with teaching ability. 
The mother is solely responsible for 
the characters of the children. 

A good mother sacrifices herself, and 
indulges her husband and children. 

The more children the better. 

Children should sacrifice their life- 
plans for their parents. 

The double standard in sex relations 
is acceptable . 

Rules for fair working conditions and 
pay do not apply to mothers in 
homes. 

A mother should not have the freedom 
a father has to function as a citi- 
zen, or to choose work that will 
use personal training and abilities. 

Parents should dominate the beliefs and 
careers of their children. 

A family should be kept together by re- 
ligious, legal, or propaganda pres- 
sure, if love fails. 


Any fair-minded analyst of current 
conversation, radios, movies, press, 
pulpit, and platform will find relics 
of such ideas implicit, still prevalent, 
moulding our laws and customs. 


These same six agencies can free us, 
if they will. 

The family’s external conditions also 
need adjusting. Cities need suburban 
house-groupings around play parks, 
with co-operative nursery schools and 
other services, or state-subsidized ex- 
pert services within the home. Incomes 
need a lower ceiling and a _ higher 
floor—wealth weakens even more than 
poverty. Everyone needs useful work. 
The family, not the profiteer, needs 
the benefit of American invention and 
mass production. High school boys 


and girls need co-education in bud; 
ing, nutrition, democratic family r 
tionships. Couples need pre-mar 
courses, physical and mental tests, 
fore any marriage license is granted 

But all these needs are second: 
The basic need, the first need now. 
to get our thinking free. If we 
shed the outworn thought-shell wh 
cramps all true development, Ameri 
good common sense will find the w 
and means to strengthen the Ameri 
family. 


Mrs. Marit APPLETON 
1511 E. 85th St. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 


What can be done to strengthen | 
American home? 

We live in a world that can 
molded for the better way of life ¢ 
by the single-minded perseverance 
millions of diligent, intelligent i 
viduals. | 

The family is a basic institution 
society because it furnishes the pe 
nent home of the man and wo 
united in marriage, and is the n 
and training school of the young. 

Most of us are inspired in s| 
manner at some time or other to 
to improve our lot and ourselves. 
fore anything can be remedied, t 
has to be a need and a want for it. 

There is an existing need for | 
provement in many homes. The 
lem at hand is the way in which t 
families can be inspired to im 
their standard of home life and 
ily relations. 

The responsibility for strength 
the American home rests squarely 


the shoulders of Mr. and 
America. 

Parents should take inventor 
their husband-and-wife relation 


If there is mutual understanding | 
love in their marriage, family rela 
ships will be founded on those 
ties. 

Many parents regard raising a f 
as a dreaded chore, without any 
dends. But they, as well as societ 
well paid for any effort they e 
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ward their children. And it has to 
a loving effort to show a profit. 
There should be true love and loy- 
ty within the family, sympathetic un- 
rstanding of each member’s problems. 
irents should be pals to their chil- 
en, talk everything over with them, 
id gain the child’s confidence, and he 
ill in turn confide in them. 

It has been said that it doesn’t take 
ains to become a parent, but it takes 
lot of energy physically, spiritually, 
orally, and socially by parents to give 
rength to a family group. 

If parents can weigh their judgment 
inst the following, their home will 
the better for it: 


1. There should be no criticism of 
le parent by the other. Keep your 
vn counsel and boost each other to all 
mers. 

2. Be kind and understanding of 
ch other’s “in-laws.” 


3. Make a definite plan for the up-. 


inging of the children and stick to it. 

4. Never quarrel before the chil- 

en. 

5. Don’t be extravagant. Balance the 

idget and spend accordingly. 

6. Fathers should take more interest 
their children. Too many of them 

ave it all up to the mother. 

7. Take care in reprimanding chil- 

en prematurely. This action breeds 

mtempt in a child. Be sure his side 

given audience. 

8. Meet a challenge with an optimis- 
view. Don’t yammer that the 

tld owes you a better living. 

9. Practice the appeal to “do unto 

ners.” And honor the Ten Command- 

mts. 

10. Feed emotions as well as the 

nd. Read good books, see stimulat- 

Z movies, enjoy good music and 

ama with your children. 

11. Do not neglect the good impulses 

help that stray animal or human 

ing in trouble. Fight against irri- 

jility over trifles which grows 

thin us. 

12, Enlarge sympathies for religious 

erance of others. 
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13. Try to appraise accurately the 
person who repels. 


14. Pray with your family. A family 
that prays together, stays together. 

Accumulation of physical goods is 
not the fundamental need of humanity. 
A higher living standard does not make 
better men. Men aren’t happier when 
they are richer. 

When a family finds contentment 
there is happiness. Happier families 
make a better America. 

Self-respect and respect for others, 
along with sympathy, modesty, help- 
fulness to others, activity, interests in 
the important developments of our 
times, dignity, gratitude, and loyalty 
will strengthen our homes and fit our 
children for a better life as better citi- 
zens in a better world. 


Mr. RIcHARD E. Gross 
Route 2, Lake Mendota Drive 
Madison 5, Wis. 


We can strengthen the American fam- 
ily. However, if by strengthening, one 
means a return to the relatively large 
non-mobile and patriarchal type, with 
Mother always home at housekeeping— 
the kind with which many of us are 
familiar—the answer is ‘‘no.” The past 
thirty years have seen unprecedented 
changes in the American family, its 
structure and functions. We are still 
in the process of flux. Even sociologists 
hesitate to predict how the typical 
twentieth century family will be char- 
acterized. To many of us, all partici- 
pants in this important social drama, 
the developments are rather frighten- 
ing. Newspapers, magazines, and books 
bring us the terrible tale of divorces, 
in many areas running two to every 
three marriages, of increasing sex 
irregularities, of mounting juvenile de- 
linquencies, and other signs of family 
breakdown. We feel that it is not 
enough to stand by and watch “devel- 
opments,” but that if the family, which 
has been a basic source of strength in 
all successful societies, is to continue to 
play its major part in American life, 
important steps must be taken to pre- 
serve it and its valuable functions. 


Qe 
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The breakdown in the family can be 
attributed basically to the culminating 
developments of the Industrial Revo- 
lution and to the factors stemming 
from it, such as urbanization, apart- 
ment-house living, the working woman, 
growing expense in raising children, 
mobility of population, commercialized 
recreation, changing morals and cus- 
toms, and the weakening of religious 
guidance. Many of these factors, of 
course, can never be changed, but we 
can alleviate the problems they have 
brought. 

We cannot, for example, stop the dis- 
persion of our population, but we can 
help each family member have his or 
her home mean much more to him or 
her than it does now. 

We cannot make Father give up his 
job in industry, but we can improve 
his economic citcumstances and give 
him more leisure time so as to be a 
real force and example for his children. 

We cannot put an end to divorce, 
but we can make it harder to get mar- 
ried and provide marriage counsellors 
to help solve personality conflicts in- 
stead of having so many divorce 
“mills.” 


We cannot stop working mothers, 
but we can provide youth centers, com- 
munity activities, health clinics, and 
school courses to help her and her 


children keep the family going, 
straight and happy, mentally and 
physically. 


We cannot put a complete stop to 
juvenile delinquencies, but we can put 
our fingers on delinquent parents, help- 
ing some and leading others to really 
play the parts of understanding and 
loving parents. 

We cannot do away with city tene- 
ments, but we can provide opportuni- 
ties for family work, recreation, and 
co-operation, with hobby shops, group 
gardening projects, picnic areas, and 
the like. 

We cannot do away with the movies 
and the press, but we can demand 
clean, wholesome, all-family entertain- 
ment, from good books that we can 
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place on any table to radio progré 
satisfactory to all tastes. 

We cannot force everyone to joii 
church, but religious leaders can re 
out to play a more vital role in 
every-day moral and spiritual lives 
the public. 

We cannot do away with the mod 
strains and stresses on family ties, 
we can plan together, share responsi 
ties, respect one another, and find 
the family a real source of security 
satisfaction for all members. 

These above-mentioned remedies 
all but partial preventatives and 
liefs. Two basic needs must first 
fulfilled in the minds and bodies of 
American people, indeed in all 
God’s children, before we shall re 
stamp out the difficulties confron 
many of us. The modern Ameri 
family can only be a vital force if 
do away with these two basic e 
which beset family life. Is it 
wonder family patterns are so di 
ganized? As we look around us 
see the other fundamental institut 
to which we anchor ourselves 
being challenged, whether it be 
government, our economic order, 
religion, or our school systems. \ 
are these all in such a severe perio 
strain? Because the world today i 
full of starving, unhappy, fearful, 
frustrated people. And America, 
all of her glories and high stand: 
has her share of these people, an 
the past thirty years, because of d 
opments in science and technology 
have been linked with the trouble 
the other teeming millions in this | 
world.” 

World society has a vast rejuven: 
challenging it. It is a dual work o 
construction, both material and 
itual. First, we must provide for 
economic well-being of the we 
peoples. Secondly, we must tie 
selves to and follow the moral 
ethical codes of Christ. These twe 
of values achieved throughout 
world would eventually see an ex 
strife between nations, as well ; 
strife within families. 
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